
 

 

The Power of Storytelling 

Strategies for developing pupils’ self-knowledge,  

self-esteem and self-confidence in our diverse world 
 

 

 

Alexander, Claire – Monkey and the Little One 

Set in the jungle, Monkey is happy living on his own. When the 

Little One arrives he destroys his peace and they find it hard 

to communicate. When Little One disappears Monkey realises 

how much he missed his company. 

Y 

 

 

Baker, Jeanne – Circle 

 

A disabled lad watches the migration of the Godwit in 

Australia as they leave for the arctic, imagining how it would 

feel to fly on this remarkable journey.  

 

P 

 

Barroux – Welcome 

Due to global warming the ice pack is melting and the polar 

bears are homeless. When they arrive at various islands they 

are not welcomed. Then they discover the perfect home and 

are happy for others to join them. 

 

Y 

 

Bee, Sarah – The Yes 

One for building self confidence. The Yes is determined to get 
to its destination but the Nos want to stop it. Good for 

determination and resilience. 

P 
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Biddulph, Rob – Odd Dog Out 

A dog that dares to be different and is proud to stand out 

from the crowd. Although initially she feels out of place the 

other dogs miss her and welcome her back and follow her 

lead. 

 

Y 

 

Booth, Anne – Dog Ears 

Emma is at secondary school and having to look after herself 

while mum is busy with her sick brother. She confides in her 

dog Tim. 

CF 

 

Browne, Anthony – Willy and the Cloud 
A story about feeling positive and how much nicer the world 

is when you do. 

P 

 

Dodd, Amber Lee – We are Giants 

Sydney’s mum has achondroplasia. This is a story about 

moving house and school as well as growing up. 

CF 

 

Edge, Christopher – The Many Worlds of Albie Bright 

 

When Albie's mum dies he wonders where she's gone. His 

parents are both scientists and they usually have all the 

answers. What he finds may or may not be what he's looking 

for, but he does learn the answers to some big philosophical 

questions. 

 

CF 
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Elson, Jane  – Swimming to the Moon 

 

Friendship and cooperation are at the core of this book as 

Bee accepts the challenge of a sponsored swim although she 

can’t swim to fulfil the promise she made to her grandmother. 

CF 

 

Evans, Maz  – Who let the Gods out 

 

What happens when the culture of the Greek gods collides 

with modern Britain?  Can Elliot and Virgo collaborate to 

solve each of their problems in this funny story? 

 

CF 

 

Gough, Jim – Pest in the Nest 
 

Very funny story of an improbable friendship.  Bear teaches 

rabbit to look at the world from a different perspective and to 

appreciate its wonders. 

N 

 

Gray, Kes – Worries Go Away! 

A rhyming text about telling your worries to someone to 

prevent them from overwhelming you. 

Y 

 

Ho-Yen, Polly  – Fly me Home 

 

Leela is homesick for her home country and missing her 

father in this story about the migrant experience with much of 

the action occurring in school. 

 

CF 

 

Howe, James  – Big Bob, Little Bob 

 

The Bobs are very different but they learn to accommodate 

these differences and become friends and then Blossom 

moves in and she likes playing with trucks.   

 

Y 
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Morris, Jackie  – The White Fox 

 

Sol and his father live in Seattle, but he misses the Arctic and 

he misses his grandparents.  In repatriating the arctic fox they 

find, Sol and his father rekindle their sense of place and 

belonging.  A Barrington Stoke shorter read.  

 

CF 

 

O’Neill, James  – The Wolf who cried Boy 

 

Told from the alternative perspectives of wolf and boy they 

are always raising a false alarm but a chance encounter brings 

both communities together. 

 

Y 

 

Willis, Jeanne  – Lucinda Belinda Melinda McCool 

 

A humorous morality tale about the value of appearances.  

Sadly not all monsters are good and not all stories have happy 

endings. 

 

P 

 

Willis, Jeanne – Troll Stinks! 

 

Grandpa Gruff has taught the kids that trolls are bad so they 

decide to retaliate by texting mean messages in this amusing 

look at cyberbullying. 

 

Y 

 

Yoshitake, Shinsuke – Can I Build Another Me? 

A story to open discussions about what makes us all unique. 

P 

 

Hoffman, Mary – The Great Big Book of Feelings 

 

This is a very accessible look at emotions and how to deal 

with negative ones.  

KS1 

152 
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Jones, Grace – My Choices (Our Values) 

 

It is important to make the right choice because our decisions 

can affect others.  This provides a good vehicle for discussion. 

KS1 

152 

 

Spilsbury, Louise – Global Conflict 

 

Part of the Children in our World which includes Global 

Conflict and Refugees and Migrants. 

305.8 

 

Harris, Robie H – Who we are! : All about being the 
same and being different 

 

Colourful busy pages celebrating ourselves and our diverse 

world. 

 

KS1 

306.8 

 

Hoffman, Mary- The Great Big Book of Families 

 

Who’s in your family? Some people have lots of brothers and 

sisters, and uncles and aunties and cousins, and grandmas and 

grandpas… but some people have really small families. You 

can be a family with just two people. 

306.8 

 

My Little Book of Big Freedoms- the Human Rights 

Act in Pictures- illustrated by Chris Riddell 

 

A simple and engaging introduction to the Human Rights Act. 

323 

 

Chancellor, Deborah- Making Friends: Emily Learns 

About Tolerance 

 

The story is about a girl making friends with her new 

neighbour who has a different faith. Includes teacher notes for 

discussing the theme.  Part of the British Values series. 

323 
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Barber, Elke  – Is Daddy coming back in a minute 

 

Daddy’s heart has stopped and he has died. His young son 

learns to come to terms with this loss through the help of his 

family and the wider community. 

 

393 

 

Moses, Brian  – Poems about Families 

 

Action poems, poems to be memorised all in a collection with 

funny thoughtful verse presenting family and its wonderful 

variety. 

821MOS 

 

Rosen, M – A Great big Cuddle 
 

A glorious new collection of poetry celebrating experiences of 

a young person.  Shortlisted for Greenaway Award for the 

illustration. Good for reading aloud. 

KS1 

821ROS 

 

 

Y = Picture Book/ P = Picture Book for Older Readers 

M = First Steps/N = Next Steps 

CF = Children’s Fiction 

T = Younger Teen Reads/T+ = Older Teen Reads 

 

 
If you would like to buy some or all of the titles on this list, go to www.petranet.co.uk and 

log in using your School Library Service username and password. The list will be available to 

see in ‘View your Bookshelf’ on the left hand side of the home screen.  

 

Your SLS password will give you 26% discount on most titles and books can be jacketed and 

serviced. If you do not have a password for Petranet, please email hq.sls@hants.gov.uk or 

phone 01962 826660. 
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